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 Climate Change Mitigation:  

 Any action taken to permanently eliminate 

or reduce the long-term risk and hazards 
of climate change. 

 

 Climate Change Adaptation:  
 Any action taken to address potential or 

experienced impacts of climate change 

 that reduce harm.  



 Mitigation:  

 Avoiding the Unmanageable  

  

 Adaptation:  

 Managing the Unavoidable. 

 

     -California Climate Change Center  



Heritage & Climate Change 

 

• Why is climate change of particular 
concern to preservationists? 

 

• What can we do to protect our 
cultural heritage from the worst 
effects of climate change? 
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Herschel Island, Canada  Photo: WMF 





Illustrations courtesy Mike Blum, created using NASA images 





















  

 Climate Change  

 Impacts on Cultural Heritage: 
 

 direct physical effects on buildings, 
structures, landscapes, archeology 

 

 indirect effects resulting from 
cultural and economic impacts that 
could undermine efforts to maintain 
and preserve cultural heritage 

 

 

 













  

 “The National Trust recognizes that the 

threats posed to cultural heritage 
resources are real and already 
occurring...The loss of some historic and 
cultural resources is as tragic is it is 
inevitable, but there are numerous 
adaptation measures that could lessen the 
adverse effects on these resources.”  

     

    -National Trust for Historic Preservation 

    Statement on The Impacts of Climate Change  

    on the Chesapeake Bay, July 2, 2009 



 

“The Government must 
exercise leadership  

in addressing climate 
impacts on Federal 

infrastructure interests 
and on the natural, 
cultural, and historic 
resources that it has 

statutory responsibilities 
to protect.” 



 









Visualizing Sea Level Rise in Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay  
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• Identify areas at high risk to climate 

change effects 

• Identify gaps in cultural resource 
inventories in these high risk areas  

• Prioritize available inventory funding to 
address these gaps 

 

Inventory 



Treatment Options 

• Documentation 

• Monitoring 

• Stabilization 

• Preservation 

• Removal from threat 

• Restoration or rehabilitation guided by 
treatment plans 



• Significance of threatened resource 

• Uniqueness of threatened resource 

• Severity & urgency of the threat 

• The feasibility of intervention to manage 
threat or to treat resource 

• Cost of various treatment options 

 

 

Potential Triage Criteria  



Intervention Matrix 

High priority 
resource 
 
Low feasibility 
adaptation 
 

High priority 
resource 
 
High feasibility 
for adaptation 
 

Low priority 
resource  
 
Low feasibility  
adaptation 

Low priority 
resource  
 
High feasibility  
adaptation 
 





The Commission staff revised Policy 6(i) to address 

the threats that climate change poses to historic and 

cultural resources. It now states, in part: 

 

“The entities that formulate the regional strategy 

are encouraged to consider the following strategies 

and goals:…advance regional sustainability, 

encourage infill development and job creation, and 

provide diverse housing served by transit and 

protect historical and cultural resources.” 



  

Merci, gracias, thank you. 

 
Anthony Veerkamp 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 
anthony_veerkamp@nthp.org 


