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Greening Sacred Spaces
Run by Faith and the 

Common Good
National in scope, Ontario in 

action
Helping Faith Communities 

make the connection 
between their own faith 
and the environment
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Greening Sacred Spaces
• Delivering educational 

information to empower 
Faith Communities to 
make changes
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Greening Sacred Spaces
• Walk through audit kits, 

green team starter kits, 
videos, posters, 
workshop material, 
network meetings, Green 
Audits and Eco Energy 
Audit support
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Green Audit
• Looks at more than 

energy, but all areas
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• Air quality, water 
consumption, energy 
efficiency, office 
efficiency, food use, 
composting, recycling, 
operations, 
groundskeeping, 
renewable energy, and 
any other Faith 
Community specific 
concerns
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Green Audit
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• Helps Faith Communities 
to prioritize their actions, 
both short term and long 
term with report
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• Helps define areas of 
concern

• Helps engage more of 
the community than just 
“building committee”
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Options
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What socio economic expectations and 
perceptions exist that present fundamental 

challenges to conservation?

• Role of FC has changed 
from past

• Reputational challenges
• Worship practices no 

longer reflect structure
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What socio economic expectations and 
perceptions exist that present fundamental 

challenges to conservation?

• Modern expectations with 
respect to comfort

• Parishioners now out in 
suburbs and no longer 
downtown with building
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What socio economic expectations and 
perceptions exist that present fundamental 

challenges to conservation?

• Perceived stable funding
• Reality is dwindling 

income, rising costs
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What socio economic expectations and 
perceptions exist that present fundamental 

challenges to conservation?

• Change in demographics
• Now a place for special 

occasions, not 
daily/weekly attendance

• Lack of connection 
between “modern reality”
and faith 

Stephen Collette, Greening Sacred Spaces J. David McAuley, Architect Inc.



What socio economic expectations and 
perceptions exist that present fundamental 

challenges to conservation?
• Turning into community 

centres
• Art shows, daycare 

facilities, community 
group offices, food banks, 
warming rooms

• All reaching beyond 
congregation to engage 
local neighbourhood
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What socio economic expectations and 
perceptions exist that present fundamental 

challenges to conservation?
• Places of Worship are 

more than just bricks and 
mortar

• Sacred spaces, in design, 
construction and location 
carry a comprehensive 
spiritual message
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What do environmental, sustainable and 
conservation movements share as objectives 

and where do they diverge?
Share
• Love and respect of old 

traditions
• Stewardship history/earth
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Share (cont’d)
• Financial support is 

typically to protect 
building, like pews, 
organ, stained glass, etc

• POW’s are largest stock 
of heritage buildings with 
an established 
organization

What do environmental, sustainable and 
conservation movements share as objectives 

and where do they diverge?
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What do environmental, sustainable and 
conservation movements share as objectives 

and where do they diverge?
Share (cont’d)
• Approximately 11,000 

buildings in Ontario
• Average age is 65 years 

old
• In Guelph 25% of watch 

list under threat are 
Churches with only one 
designated
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What do environmental, sustainable and 
conservation movements share as objectives 

and where do they diverge?
Diverge
• Interference between 

religion/government
• POW seen as symbol of 

community and it’s 
strength, not just a 
building

• Represents a building of 
a higher purpose for the 
greater good
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What do environmental, sustainable and 
conservation movements share as objectives 

and where do they diverge?
Diverge (cont’d)
• Many decisions made by 

volunteers
• Energy efficient upgrades 

for survival
• Sound and visual system 

upgrades for function
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What do environmental, sustainable and 
conservation movements share as objectives 

and where do they diverge?
Diverge (cont’d)
• Accessibility lifts, modern 

washrooms
• Fire protection
• Modification of building to 

better suit worshipping 
needs/style of 
congregation
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How can we make the retention and greening 
of heritage the new normal in Canada?

• A better understanding 
that POW are distinctly 
unique with value beyond 
monetary assessment

• Building code & zoning 
relief
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How can we make the retention and greening 
of heritage the new normal in Canada?

• Encouraging sharing of 
space and multiple use 
zoning

• Invite greater community 
in to understand 
importance through 
“Doors Open”, etc
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How can we make the retention and greening 
of heritage the new normal in Canada?

• Creating toolsets specific 
to the needs of Faith 
Communities to 
understand both heritage 
and green challenges 
and opportunities
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Looking Forward
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Actions
• Heritage research and 

Green (Health and 
Sustainability) Audit 
should be carried out at 
same time

• Work towards 
complementary uses of 
POW
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Actions
• Have  a better 

understanding of the 
community, past, present 
and future

• Consider relocating FC’s 
to development areas 
where multiple 
uses/shared resources 
can be planned

Stephen Collette, Greening Sacred Spaces J. David McAuley, Architect Inc.



Actions
• Official plans should 

include zoning for 
spiritual use

• Tax and density relief
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Actions
• POW’s can be 

cultural/spiritual 
neighbourhood centres

• POW’s can be the voice 
of a greater community 
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Actions
• Building trust between 

secular/non secular 
groups

• Respect of faith be it 
fundamental, traditional, 
evangelical, ethnic, etc 
plays a major role in the 
building, its use, where 
funding can come from
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