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Examine how conservation organizations can harness the 
growing interest in heritage and experiential tourism to 

capitalize on heritage resources in a sustainable way. 

SESSION 7C: USING TOURISM TO ADVANTAGE 

Track 3—The Business of 
Conservation 
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BUILDING SUSTAINABLE TOURISM WORLDWIDE 

The Global Partnership for Sustainable Tourism  
 

High-impact Joint Projects to Build Sustainable 
Tourism Worldwide 



OVERVIEW 

3 

United Nations-backed 
international initiative dedicated to 

promoting sustainable tourism 
practices around the world 

www.GlobalSustainableTourism.com 

Tel:  00 33 1 4437 1465 

Email: Tourism-Partnership@unep.org 



PRESENTATION 
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EVOLUTION 
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• GPST builds on the success, accomplishments, and membership of the 
International Task Force on Sustainable Tourism Development (ITF-STD) 

• Launched in  January 2011 at the 1st AGM in Costa Rica  

  

 Today 
80 MEMBERS 

Background 



MEMBERS 
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Some Members… 



FOCUS ON 7 THEMES 
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HOW CAN THE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP 
HELP CONSERVATION 

ORGANISATIONS? 
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TOURISM SECTOR: KEY FIGURES 
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CHANGING CONSUMER DEMAND 
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SUPPORT SERVICES 

The Global Partnership for Sustainable Tourism contributes 
to the Heritage conservation through: 
 

1. Joint-Projects Implementation 
 
1. Publications 
 
1. The Online Platform 



IMPLEMENTATION OF PROJECTS WORLDWIDE 
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CONSERVATION PROJECTS 
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Promoting heritage-based tourism: Preserving today's 
treasures for tomorrow's generations 



CONSERVATION PROJECTS 
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Linking Tourism & Conservation 



PUBLICATIONS  
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Some Available Publications 
 

Heritage-Based Tourism  
 

Forging Links Between Protected Areas and the Tourism Sector 
 

Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas 
 
Tourism and Mountains 
 
Tourism in the Polar Regions 
 
Tourism and Deserts 
 
Sustainable Coastal Tourism  
 
Building Nepal's Private Sector Capacity for Sustainable Tourism 
Operations 
 
A Manual for Water and Waste Management 



ONLINE PLATFORM 
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CONTENT 
  
•Members contact details 
 
•Members Publications 
 
•Projects and potential 
projects factsheets 
 
•Up-to-date information 
on tourism 
 
•Etc. 

www.globalsustainabletourism.org 



REASONS TO JOIN 
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10/05/11 
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14th International Conference of National Trusts 

FUNDING CONSERVATION THROUGH 

TOURISM 

 

 

Oliver Maurice 

 

Director INTO 
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● Copyright NTPL/Joe Cornish_ Buttermere, Cumbria - www.nationaltrust.org.uk 
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● Copyright NTPL/Val Corbett – Yewtree Farm Coniston Cumbria  - www.nationaltrust.org    

http://www.nationaltrust.org/
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● Copyright NTPL/Val Corbett – Yewtree Farm Coniston Cumbria  - www.nationaltrust.org    

http://www.nationaltrust.org/
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Funding Conservation through Tourism 

● The Lake District is: 

● The birthplace of the 

National Trust 

● A cultural landscape on 

the tentative list of World 

Heritage Sites 
 

 

 

● CopyrightNTPL/Joe Cornish 6 Derwentwater, Cumbria 

● www.nationaltrust.org.uk 
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● Copyright NTPL/Steve Morgan 

● www.nationaltrust.org.uk 
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Funding Conservation through Tourism 

● Should  conservation 

bodies be expected to 

pay the full cost of 

maintaining the 

cultural heritage when 

the tourist industry is 

the main beneficiary? 

● No mechanism in 

place for the 'polluter' 

to pay 



27 

The Establishment of the Tourism and 
Conservation Partnership (The Partnership) 

● Formed as a result of : 

●  a growing realisation by the tourist industry that they 

should put something back into the environment upon 

which they  depend 

●  a  willingness by many visitors to pay  extra for the 

upkeep of the cultural and natural heritage 
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The Establishment of the Partnership 

● Formed in 1993 by the National Trust, the National Park 

Authority, The Cumbria Tourist Board & two other bodies. 

● Each contributed £5000 each year for 3 years 

● Full time manager appointed to sell the concept to the 

tourist industry 



29 

Establishment of the Partnership 

● In 1997 The Partnership became a 'not for profit' 

distributing company 

● 12 strong Board of Directors 

● Originally  covering just the Lake District National Park. In 

2005 remit extended to cover the whole county of 

Cumbria 

● Today, 9 staff members, 3000+ members and over £1.8m 

raised for conservation projects 
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Raising the money 

● RUNNING COSTS met by: 

● Annual contributions from conservation bodies 

● Membership fees 

● Occasional grants 

● Management fees 



PROJECT COSTS raised through: 
 
● 'Opt out' schemes 
 
● Donation boxes 
 
● Percentage donation 
 
● Sponsored products 

Raising the Money 



PROJECT COSTS raised through: 
 
● 'Opt out' schemes 
 
● Donation boxes 
 
● Percentage donation 
 
● Sponsored products 

Raising the Money 



The Projects 

● Access:-  repair, improve 

maintain footpaths, 

bridleways, cycle tracks 

● Sustainability:- projects 

with a focus on good 

environmental practice 

● Copyright NTPL/Joe Cornish - www.nationaltrust.org.uk 



 The Projects (cont.) 

● Wildlife and Wilderness:– 

protecting the natural 

habitat of distinctive fauna 

and flora such as the red 

squirrel 

● Culture and Community:– 

interpretation and 

preservation of man-made 

features 



Funding Conservation through 

Tourism 

The Global context 

● Opportunities to extend the principles of such a Partnership  

to Heritage and National Trusts around the world 

● Necessary to form strong alliances with the tourist industry 

and, where relevant, to work with other conservation bodies 

towards a common goal 



Funding Conservataion through 

Tourism 

●  SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 

● « In its purest sense it is 

an industry which attempts 

to make a low impact on 

the environment and local 

culture, while helping to 

generate income, 

employment and the 

conservation of local 

ecosystems. It is 

responsible tourism which 

is both ecologically and 

culturally sensitive » 

● Copyright NTPL/Joe Cornish – Langdale Pikes, Cumbria -

www.nationaltrust.org.uk 



Funding Conservation through 

Tourism 

 



Funding Conservation through 

Tourism 

 





Funding Conservation through 

Tourism 

The End ! 


