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Villa Savoye

The most architectural thing
about this building is
the state of decay in which it is.

Modernism
becomes history
and is
resurrected
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In which it is opined that Grand Central is not
at all a thing of beauty, but an eyesore, depressing
to the spirit, and should be knocked down.
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As one who has absolutely no con-
nection with any real estate interesis
or with anyone involved In real estate,
1 guery the statement of the Municipal
Art Society that the building proposal
at Grand Central will “deprive the
pecple of New York of the extensive
public benefits which derive from the
continued presence of the terminal in
ils present form."”

This graluitous assertion is palpably
imconsistent with the aspect of the
one long dark gruesome passageway
and the other garish arcade, both i2ad-
ing from Lexington Avenue, the seedy
shops on the 42d Street side and the
dreary ambiance that prevaiis through-
oul the great hall

To state that the station “evokes
a spirit that is unique In this city”
beps the question: What spirit? Ard
who is responsive to that “spirit™?

ichallengz anyone to stand in Grand
Central and declare that sny spirit
illumes a single face that rushes
through on its intent journey from
heee to there, Would the art society
issye = ukaie ordering the thousands
{2 pause in their daily trek and take
in the inspiring “grandeur” and savor
its mystique? When did Messrs. Wag-
ner, Botein, Seymour, Plimpton, Roses-
man and Webster last see Grand Cea-
trai?

This fantasy of sn edifving glory
of yore does not square with the pres-
ent reality which is depressing and
which hastens the traveler on his way,
sometimes wary, and surely oblivious
and heediess of the cheeriess scene.

The absentee landmarks lovers
should rather commission a topdlight
photographer to prepare an claborate
“colfex tadie” portfolin of Grand Cen
tral in spectacular color and black and

white (no grays, plcase!) 5o that they
may held on to their conceits and en-
loy kaving their cgos scratched, Many
other manitrous “landmarks” ought to
be preserved only in the same sivie

The zealous tastemakers are of &
breed comparable to the morality im-
rosers who, perbaps unconsciously
and guilelessly, imitate the totalitari-
ans who know what's good for the
common people. Anyone who disagrees
with them is, perforce, 2 mother hater
and a sinnec,

This iz not to say that “progress™
is an unilloyed joy. To the dichards,
it is an asbomination that raust be
stopped at all cost since it disturbs
the womblike security of happier (2)
limes, Lel this gemeration, however,
make i1 own mistakes and not be
hound (o the crrors of the past. The
dvnamics and energics of this or any
other city will Ineluclably displace, In-
harmonious Impediments and creale
new  structures consonant with con-
temporary needs and life stvies

New York Times, 1972

The Insidious characierization of the
builders’ motives “'to produce revenue”
sounds especially scur coming {rom
those who have devoted Jives amd
areers to “making it."” One czn take
that accusation from saiats and the
honest Consciousacss JII people, but
not from those wha would impudently
and arrogantly impose their own pa-
rochialism upon others,

Ask people at random whetker or
nol they peefer the present Penn Sta-
thon complex to the old plle of rock
that used to stand there, Take true
random samplings of feelings about
the old Grand Central and a proposed
new Grard Central. [ will bet money
that the old must give way 1o the new.

Walden Parik i3 an imposside, as
well ns an absurd, dream in New York
City whose entire refson d'étre is com-
merce, manifesied not only in busi-
ness, techmological and professional
enterprises, but also i all of the arts
—painting, theater, music—-which do
ot subsist on pure and noble thoughts,
The snobs, the pseudo-inteliectuals,
the “ecomaniacs” and the dropouts
can alford the luxury of self-indulgent
whimsy, but New York must contiry-
ally find cffective means for fulfilling
the ever-increasing imperatives that
have made this the most vital and the
most creative metropolis in the world

L#t not a dead hand still the pulse
that enlivens the spirit nor quench the
spark. that stimulates the Imagination
to seek new solutions to new prob
lems, | am confident that Marcel
Brever's design wiil enfance the gran-
ceur of the city. [Does anyone want
to bring back the dirty old Sixth Ave-
nue betwesn 47th and 59th Streeis?]

I. Jordan Kunik (s ¢ petent lawyer (n
New York Cily.




The Aechitecture luvue

Che New Hork Cimes Magazine

A STAR IS REBORN
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Is It Time for the Preservation of Modernism?
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« Society

« Technology

e Aesthetics



Society

Kiefhoek
Housing

Rotterdam
J.J. P. Oud




Technology

Van Nelle Factory
Rotterdam

Brinkmann & van
de Vlught




Aesthetics

Barcelona
Pavilion

Mies van der
Rohe
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Brasilia;

Oscar Neimeyer &
Lucio Costa




Change and Obsolescence



TWA Terminal
Kennedy Airport

Eero Saarinen
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Gettysburg Cyclorama
Richard Neutra
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Prentice Women’s
Hospital
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Chicago

Bertrand Goldberg
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Michael Reese
Hospital

Chicago
TAC

Loebh, Schlossman,
Bennett




Iff
\V”‘ I ‘1’1’, l'\\

'} Ny
mum,'. 5' “;\ ;’

l‘\ 7

Bell Labs

Holmdel , NJ ey

Eero Saarinen




Third Church
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Washington, DC




Christian Science Center
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Orange County
Government Center

Paul Rudolph

Goshen, New York




44- 46 Brattle and
Design Research

Cambridge, MA




Rehabilitation
of Mid-Century
Modernism

Reasons for Rehabilitation

* There is a lot of it

» Much of it is architecturally and/or historically
Important.

« Rehabillitation is the sustainable approach:
Sustainability itself is a modern movement,
and there is an enormous amount of heritage
and energy embodied in the inventory of
mid-century modernism



Rehabilitation
of Mid-Century
Modernism

Rehabilitation Challenges

e Thereis alotofit ....

 Balance of Character Retention and the
Improvement of Performance.

* The educational challenge — promoting
understanding and appreciation of mid-
century modernism

« Affirmation of Human Scale - Mitigation at
the pedestrian level ...the First Impressions



Rehabilitation
of Mid-Century
Modernism

Technical Challenges

 Durability and thermal performance of
exterior materials — especially exposed
concrete, curtain walls and glazing systems

* Failure of untested materials and systems

« Outdated, ineffiecient and inadequate
building systems

« ADA and Code upgrades

» Program specific design - Inflexibility

* Limited space to run systems — sometimes
cast into structure

« Unsympathetic changes over time
compromise optimum efficiency

« Cumulative problems overburden
maintenance programs
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M. 1932, JONANNES DUIKER & BERNASD BUVOLT.

ZONNESTRAAL TUBERCULOSIS SANITORIUM, HILVERSU

Zonnestraal
Sanitorium



Lecture Hall

Restoration




Viipuri Library

Harvard
University

Lamont Library




Lamont
Library Café

Adaptive Use




Van Nelle
Factory

lconic
Functionalism

Restored
original
curtain wall
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Van Nelle Factory | Dialogue of inner and outer glazing
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Full climate
controlled
inner
structure,
minimal
tempering in
interstitial
zone




Van Nelle
Factory

Moderately
tempered
transient
zone




Harvard Graduate
Center

Harkness
Commons

TAC




Harvard Graduate Center

Updating Walter Gropius/TAC



Harvard Graduate Center

Updating Walter Gropius/TAC



Baker House at MIT —

Updating Alvar Aalto designed Residence Hall

Performance Enhancements through interpretation of Intent



Baker House — Code and system upgrades

Aesthetic choices



Holyoke Center J. L. Sert
Harvard
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“First Impression”
Upgrade

Arcade infill
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Harvard
Undergraduate
Science Center

J. L. Sert 1972

Leers-Weinzapfel
2001







Hilles Library

Harvard University

Harrison &
Abramovitz

1965




Hilles Library

((((

Lighting
redesign
reinforces
architectural
statement,

o e .y




Hilles Library

Lighting
redesign saves
approx. 50%
energy costs
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Boston City
Hall
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Image,
Materiality and
function




Boston City
Hall & Plaza
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Scales of
Intervention




/ Modernism and Sustainability

RN CIEIJIVARKE

Modern Movement”



Vatican Papal Photovoltaic array on signature P.L. Nervi structure

Audience Hall

CO, savings ” ; E t
Tons of oll equivalent ””5 L




The Modern House



Gropius House Lincoln, MA 1938




Chamberlain Wayland, MA , 1940 Marcel
Cottage Breuer




Modern House
Developments
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6 Moon Hill
Lexington, MA
TAC 1946-




Henry Hoover

Hoover House
1935-6

Lincoln
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Stevens-McNulty . s
House ‘ o S

Lincoln 1967




Barbican




Barbican




Barbican




Barbican
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