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Intent / Statement of Purpose 
 

To demonstrate: 
• How heritage planning can be a part of a proactive planning process; 
• How development can be a mechanism for conservation; and 
• How effective communication can lead to a successful solution. 

Provincial Policy Context 

1. Intensification  

2. Cultural Heritage Conservation 

3. Protection of Natural Heritage 
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THE DAVID DUNLAP 
OBSERVATORY LANDS Existing Context  

 

v The DDO property is the last 
remaining large parcel of vacant lands 
located within Richmond Hill’s 
settlement area. 
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v Locally, Nationally and Internationally Significant Cultural Heritage 
Value. 

v Key Scientific Contribution - the confirmation of the “Black Hole”. 
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v Natural Heritage: existing significant 
woodlands and wetland identified 
within the site. 
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1932 Air Photo, U of T. 
Photo AS 
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1935 Aerial View, U of T. 
Photo AS 
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1950s Air Photo, U of T Photo AS 
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Significant Cultural Heritage Value  

Major Scientific Achievement; 

Significant Built Heritage; 

Intact Cultural Heritage Landscape 
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Municipal Planning Process: 
 

v Designation 
v Cultural Landscape Assessment 
v Identification of  Heritage Attributes 
v Inventory of Natural Features 
v Protection Plan 
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Planning and Negotiation Process 
 

1. Timely Designation of the Cultural Heritage Landscape; 

2. Council Approved Conservation Management Plan used as a 
mediation tool: 

1. Confirmed the extent of the protected area; 

2. Provided guidance on the buffer treatment;  

3. Helped identify design approach for the future 
development in relation to the Cultural Heritage 
Landscape. 

3. Identification of 2 Regional Significant Wood Lots and 1 Wetland 
within the DDO Lands. 
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Outcome 
 

• Close to 70% of the property is protected; 
• Cultural Heritage Landscape remains intact; 
• Protect Natural Heritage; 
• Retain the original intent of the DDO lands as a place to be 

discovered 
 



The David Dunlap Observatory  

Black Hole, True North, and Heritage 
Conservation 

• Original Development Submission 

Proposed Plan of Sub-division (2008) 
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 Approved Plan of Sub-division (2013) 
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Thank You. 
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